ORDINANCE NO. 2015-1096

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 6-43 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF BOAZ, ALABAMA AND TO PROHIBIT THE CHAINING OR TETHERING OF
DOGS AND MANDATING THAT DOG ENCLOSURES MUST PROVIDE A MINIMUM OF
150 SQUARE FEET OF SPACE FOR DOGS OVER SIX MONTHS OF AGE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BOAZ,
ALABAMA AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Confinement of dogs on private or commercial premises. Except in areas of the
city zoned agricultural, it shall be unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor for any person
owning, keeping, possessing, harboring or maintaining a dog to cause, permit or allow such dog
to be at large on or about his property, lot or premises in the city. All dogs in the city, except in
property zoned agricultural, shall be kept:

a. Confined within a fence, wall or other enclosure, including electronic fencing, in such a
manner as to effectively prevent the escape of such dog; or

b. Restrained by a leash, cord or chain of not less than ten (10) feet in length and secured to
a collar, with swivel connection, or a harness, in such a manner as to effectively prevent
the escape of the dog; provided, however, that the length of the leash, cord or chain shall
be reduced to such a length as to prevent the dog, when so secured, from entering premises
other than that of the owner, unless invited by the owner or possessor of such premises.

c. If confined within a fence, the enclosure must be a minimum of 150 square feet in size for
each dog over the age of six months which is confined therein to allow unrestrained
freedom of movement and exercise.

SECTION 2. Restraint of dogs in public places and off premises. Except in areas of the city
zoned agricultural, it shall be unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor for any person owning,
keeping, possessing, harboring or maintaining a dog to cause, allow, or permit such dog to run or
be at large upon any street, alley, thoroughfare, sidewalk or public place in the city, unless such
dog is attached to a leash, cord or chain of not more than ten (10) feet in length and secured to a
collar, with swivel connection, or a harness, in such a manner as to effectively prevent the escape
of the dog, and with the leash, cord or chain being in the hands of the owner or other person in
charge of the dog.

SECTION 3. Allowable Restraint or Tethering of Dogs. Dogs may be restrained for not more
than one week at a time if this restraint period is during a temporary visit to the city or during a
move where time is required to provide a proper fenced enclosure for the dog. Dogs may be
restrained continuously by means of a trolley system or tether attached to a pulley on a cable run
if the following conditions are met:

a. Only one dog may be tethered to each cable run.




b. The tether must be attached to a properly fitted collar or harness worn by the dog with
enough room between the collar and the dogs throat through which two fingers may fit.
Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited for the purpose of tethering a dog to a cable
run. The collar must be at least 3/4 inch in width, designed for use as a collar and not
capable of cutting into the skin or irritating the skin of the dog.

c. A swivel must be provided on each end of the tether to prevent tangling of the tether.

d. The tether and cable run must be adequate to restrain the dog but must not weigh more
than 1/8 of the dogs body weight.

e. The cable run must be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet in length and mounted at least
seven (7) feet above the ground.

f. The length of the tether from the cable run to the dog’s collar must allow the maximum
exercise area and must allow access to water and shelter.

g. Fresh food and water are provided daily in containers which will not tip over.

SECTION 4. Allowable adequate Shelter for dogs. Shelter shall be defined as a protective
housing having four sides, a roof and a dry, solid floor and be of an appropriate size for the animal.
The dog must be able to enter, stand, sit, lie down and turn around in the shelter in a normal
manner. The shelter shall be of a proportionate size to allow the body heat of the dog to be
retained in cold weather. Straw, cedar chips, or similar material shall be provided on the floor of
the shelter for bedding. The shelter shall be shielded from direct sunlight in summer months.
Metal drums shall not be considered adequate shelter for dogs.

SECTION 5. Inhumane restraint. No dog shall be restrained in an inhumane manner, which
shall include but is not limited to the following treatment:

a. Chaining or tethering of dogs to a stationary object for longer than twelve (12) hours
per twenty four (24) hour period or on a leash, cord or chain shorter than ten (10) feet in
length.

b. Restraining a dog where it does not have access to adequate food, water or shelter.

c. Restraining a dog within a fenced enclosure of less than 150 square feet in size which
is not cleaned daily and/or which allows water to stand and create muddy conditions.
Restraining a dog with a fenced enclosure of at least 150 square feet in size shall not be
considered inhumane restraint if the enclosure is cleaned daily and is properly drained to
prevent muddy conditions.

SECTION 6. Spaying and Neutering. The spaying and neutering of dogs kept outside of any

house or residence is highly encouraged. However, it shall be required that any female dog which
is kept in the outdoors and which is accessible to stray male dogs, must be spayed in order to be
kept outdoors.




SECTION 7. Violations declared a misdemeanor. Any person who violates any provisions of
this Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, unless otherwise provided herein, shall, upon
conviction or adjudication of guilt, be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00 upon a first
offense but not less than $500.00 upon any subsequent offense and in addition thereto may be
punished by imprisonment or hard labor in the City jail or a combination thereof, for a period not
exceeding six (6) months and cost of court.  Such fines and court cost may be adjusted or remitted
upon the completion of court ordered community service.

SECTION 8. Conflicts with state statutes and municipal ordinances.
a. This ordinance shall be deemed cumulative with and supplemental to any and all
statutes of the State of Alabama regarding the subject matter hereof and to be subordinate
to same and in no manner intended to supersede any such statutes of the State of Alabama.
Any provision hereof in conflict with any provision of any statute shall be construed so as
to be in harmony with the same where possible and otherwise to be subordinate to and
superseded by the provisions of such state statute.

b. This Ordinance shall be deemed cumulative with and supplemental to Chapter 6,
Article I and II, Sections 6-1 through 6-44 inclusive of the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Boaz, Alabama.

SECTION 9: Severability. Each and every provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be
an independent provision, and, if any section, sentence, paragraph, clause, phrase or word of this
Ordinance is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative, invalid or void,
such holding or declaration shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance, and it shall
be construed to have been the intent of the City Council of the City of Boaz, Alabama, to pass this
Ordinance without such unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative part therein, and the remainder of
this Ordinance shall be deemed and held to be valid as if such part had not been included herein.

SECTION 10: Effective date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption and
publication or posting as required by law.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED THE 13™ DAY OF JULY, 2015

Sl

Tim Walker
E g CL Mayor
§ ATTEST: - %
" Bright, CMC//

City Clerk .-~




CERTIFICATION

STATE OF ALABAMA

COUNTY OF MARSHALL

I, Jill Bright, City Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Boaz, Alabama, a municipal corporation,
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 2015-1096
passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Boaz, Alabama, on this date July 13, 2015.
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Tl Bright, CMC 4 /
City Clerk/Treas

CERTIFICATION
STATE OF ALABAMA

COUNTY OF MARSHALL

L, Jill Bright, City Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Boaz, Alabama, a municipal corporation,

do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2015-1096 was posted in the following three
places:

Boaz City Hall
Boaz Gas Board Building
Boaz Water and Sewer Board Building

This date, July 14, 2015
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City Clerk/Treas
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